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The switch-off of the Public Switched Telephone Network (PSTN) and copper-based wired legacy
networks has become a global priority amid the acceleration of digital transformation. This report
analyzes the technical, economic, and environmental drivers behind the transition and compares
key countries’ approaches to PSTN switch-off and copper decommissioning. Variations exist in
legal frameworks, notification periods, and user protection policies, with countries such as Japan,
France, and Australia showing strong government involvement. Despite Korea's high fiber coverage,
a clear national roadmap and copper decommissioning plan remain absent. Institutional reforms,
network investment incentives, and safeguards for vulnerable users are essential to ensure a stable

transition.
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